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WE NEED PEOPLE
AROUND US. WE NEED
SOULS TO COME AND

EXPERIENCE THE KAROO
HOSPITALITY. WE NEED
TO TELL OUR STORIES.
THAT IS WHAT WE LIVE

FOR. FEEDING YOUR
SOUL WITH GOODNESS

IS WHAT IS FEEDING OUR
SOULS. 

WE NEED TO GIVE.

O o m  C h a r l e s

Y O U R  H O S T
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EVENT
GUIDE
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April 2021

Your #road trip to #trek2teebus will have to
start early. Not because it is that far, but mostly
to just stop and breath in the fresh air from the
#Karoo plains and just to make the trip
worthwhile. Stop at the Karoo farm stalls where
ever you see one. You will start to get the feeling
of what you can expect from a hospitality side.
Chat and listen to the stories on the road. Tune
up the volume of your favorite music and just
sing along. When coming from the Northern side
remember to stop at the Gariep dam. 
 

A magical landscape beckons beyond
#steynsburg, with the bizarre #Teebus and
#Koffiebus koppies looming up from the savanna
grassland like two geometric boobs. This is the
Northern Karoo, you are now in the friendly
country and close to the race village. You will see
the tents. You will see the #SEESA flags. Explore.
Breath. Relax. The start and finish venue for this
event will be the Harmonie farm of Charles and
Klaudia Viljoen. 



Life is about choices. Some we regret, some we're
proud of. Some will haunt us forever. The message
is clear,  we are what we chose to be. We are the
choices we make. Trek2Teebus is more riding than
racing. It is one of few proper challenges in the
Karoo.  It will be soul feeding for every rider. It
showcases the breathtaking vast plains and high
mountains of the North Eastern Cape and it takes
you right into the heart of the friendly locals. The
area is also providing great opportunity for riders to
just enjoy a weekend away from the city hustle.
Event organizers has started this event with one
thing in mind....camaraderie. This is a race for you,
your family and your friends to come enjoy!

Why T2T?



The event consist of 3 spectacular days of riding
and racing. Day 1 will be 75km and 800m ascent
where day 2 will consist of 56 tough kilometers up
Bulnoek Pass and 700m ascent. Day 3 will be a
flat and fast 85 km and you will experience the
Teebus tunnel outlet. Riders will experience a
superbly well-organized event with some great
goodie bags, well stocked water points and
stunning on route scenery.  For us as organizer it
is about contributing to the Steynsburg
community.  Riders should get to know the
offbeat,  magical moment and learn to take things
a bit slower.  During the 3 days we will cheer for
each other. We will learn to know each other. You
will make new friends. 

You will help us support local schools and charity
in a positive way. We want to create change. We
believe races bring amazing memories and we
are sure that Trek2Teebus will be one of your
fondest memories of travelling to and
participating in a race. 



What to
Expect
1. A SUPURBLY WELL ORGANIZED RACE.

We focus on rider experience! You as the rider and
your safety will always stay centre point focus of
this race. From registration to post event
experiences will be absolutely stunning! 

2. GREAT RACE SUPPORT AND WELL STOCKED
WATERPOINTS.

Enough waterpoints on route and well stocked
waterpoints is a trademark of this event. Frontier
Medix will be looking after all riders and sweeps
will be around to give you a push

3. A FORGOTTEN CORNER 

This far-flung corner of the #Karoo where the
Eastern Cape, Northern Cape and Free State cosy
up to each other continues to utterly blow my mind.
This oft-forgotten piece of #RSA is both wasteland
and heartland in stasis, with a rich history
inexorably being eroded by urbanization, rural
neglect and the economic collapse so typical of the
#southafrican platteland.
 

4. WELL MARKED ROUTES AND A CANAL CROSSING

All routes are well marked and we have a few
marshals on route keeping you on track. Routes are
marked with yellow boards and red arrows at the
main turning points. Also be on the look out for the
bright ORANGE  stickers to keep you going in the
right direction.  On day 3 you will be crossing the
Teebus Tunnel outlet.

5. ITS A RACE, BUT PLEASE ENJOY THIS

Yes its a race, we have a few proper racing snakes
here. The racers will go off in front, but for most it
is a ride. Enjoy the breathtaking scenery. Enjoy the
Karoo. It is what you make of it!



IT IS NOT ABOUT
RACING, ITS ALL
ABOUT YOU

This race started as a dream from a few people that loves
the Karoo and more specific the North Eastern Cape Karoo.
We love the koppies, high mountains and the views from
top over the vast Karoo plains. The idea is to bring this
experience to everyone . To the racers but also to the
riders. We want you to experience first hand the Karoo
Tannies hospitality. We want you to come and relax. Enjoy
the stars at Night. Chat with fellow riders. Take pictures.
Take this home and make it a memory forever.   

YES WE CAN HOST
THE EVENT BUT
WHAT ABOUT
COVID 19?
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We have taken several factors into account before we made the
call to go ahead with the event. We have included the safety of
riders, staff and the community into our process of making
decisions. We fully understand the risk that do come with
hosting an event during level 1. We will be trying our utmost to
keep and stick to protocols and guidelines. We ask you to please
do the same. As event organizers we encourage behaviors that
reduce the spread of COVID-19 among staff and attendees. 
Please keep in mind Physical (Social) Distancing, the wearing of
Masks, Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette and please
respect all Signs and Messages during the event at the race
venue but also at water points.
We will be cleaning and disinfecting in the race village during
race time every morning and bathrooms more regularly. 
Please keep in mind we are still in the middle of a pandemic
while being in Communal Spaces.
 



Face Mask is
Required

Please Wear Your Face Mask 



The highly skilled team of Enduroplanet
from Bloemfontein will be at the event and
will be setting up at the race village. You are
welcome to book a full service package on
the entry Portal on Entry Ninja or book upon
arrival. They will also be glad to assist when
you have any issues with your bike. Please
visit their stand and they will sort you out!

BOOK A SPORT
MASSAGE

“The only time to eat diet food is while you're
waiting for the Karoo tannies to finish the real

food.” 

You are in good hands with 
our Massage Therapist team
 after the race. They will sort out some stiff legs
to get you ready for the party afterwards. They
are very popular so make sure you you get your
booking in before the available time slots are
sold out. 
 
You can book online or book directly on arrival. 

BOOK YOUR
SERVICE PACKAGE 
FROM 
ENDUROPLANET
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The Steynsburg Region 
Bloubospoort. Plaatfontein. Bulhoek. Koffiebus. Diknek ... And the iconic #Teebus, of course. We've just
returned from a magical hour of celestial perfection at the foot of this jagged outcrop while grabbing some
#startrail imagery, and let's just say I'm star-struck by what the #outdoor crowd can experience here in
#steynsburg. 
 
This far-flung corner of the #Karoo where the Eastern Cape, Northern Cape and Free State cosy up to each
other continues to utterly blow my mind. This oft-forgotten piece of #RSA is both wasteland and heartland in
stasis, with a rich history inexorably being eroded by urbanization, rural neglect and the economic collapse so
typical of the #southafrican platteland.
 
A ghost town - with an Olympic-sized swimming pool - decays in the shadow of #Teebus Peak; Paul Kruger's
old house lies locked and forgotten off the R53; the tar road up #BullhoekPass is overgrown and unused;and
Steynsburg has the post-apocalyptic feel of a town from the pages of a #DeonMeyer novel ...
 
Rooigras seeds in your socks, the Lego jumble of ysterklip koppies, the whistle of wild rheebuck in the
highland ridges, the smell of the fertile red soil ... it all felt comfortably familiar.
 
Then there's the people, a gravelly mix of rough diamond boertjies and Tannies who's hands stand wrong for
nothing. They live a hard, but beautifully real life, living close to the land
 
 

E X P L O R E  |  N O R T H E R N  E A S T E R N  C A P E



The Beauty of the
NORTHERN KAROO

And yet, the area brims with incredible richness and diversity. Characters - like Oom Charles on the farm where we
are staying - are larger than life, and country hospitality overwhelms you around every corner. Trail runs, rock climbs,
mountain treks, ridgeline traverses, bike packing, birding, star-gazing ... you decide what you want to do, and then you
plug into this amazing #easterncape space. 
 
And if you decide to ride #Trek2Teebus, the route and landscape promises to truly blow your mind. The race  is
#CountryCrank along remote tracks and farm roads tripping into imposing kopjes looming up from savanna grassland,
weaving amidst #nguni cattle, or meandering through endless fields of mauve irises.
 
This is #mtb heaven, and you need to ride here to understand the attraction of this wonderful space. You will love
every second of your visit, and we hope you have an incredible and humbling experience! 



WHAT TO
PACK

1 Y O U R  B I K E  A N D  H E L M E T
Unfortunatelly we dont have rentals bikes
in the Karoo. Remember to bring your bike.
Any bike. From the best new modern to the
classics is welcome. NO HELMET, NO
RIDE!

2 H E A R T  R A T E  M O N I T O R
This is your choice. But the scenery might
make your heart go faster than normal. If
you have one, remember to bring it with. 

3 W A R M  C L O T H E S  A N D
E X T R A  B L A N K E T
We will have an extra fleece blanket on
each bed. Temperatures should still be
fine. But we had 1 or 2 cold nights before
this time of the year. Just for in case.

5 G P S  A N D  P H O N E
Gps KMZ files is available before hand. If
possible please load onto your GPS.
Cellphone signal is good at the venue, but
remember to sometimes put that phone
away and have a chat with other people

6
O W N  M E D I C A T I O N
If you have you own medicine or chronic
medicine please remember this. The
nearest town is Steynsburg but does not
have a pharmacy. The closest Pharmacy is
80km away in the town of Middelburg.

This is not your full checklist but it will help a lot if you
can bring these items. It will make you life just a bit easier
and comfortable.

H Y D R A T I O N  P A C K  A N D
W A T E R B O T T L E S  A N D
O W N  F O L D A B L E  C U P
We will have well stocked water tables at
every 15 - 25km. Bring a bottle or 2 or
hydration pack if you prefer that to bottles.
It will help us a lot if you have you own
foldable cup for the waterpoints on route. 

K I T ,  S H O E S ,  S O C K S
A N D  S U N S C R E E N
Bring your cycling shoes and a pair of
shoes if you don't like thorns. This is
thorny Country. Remember sunscreen as
the sun will be hot in the Karoo, as
always.

M U L T I T O O L  A N D  T U B E S
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Enduroplanet mechanics will be available
at the race village but you will need to be
able to fix some issues on route. Sweeps
will be around to assist and get you home
safely.

4 E X T R A  D R I N K I N G
W A T E R
The Karoo is a water scarce area and
sometimes we need to give back also.
Please bring 5 or 10 liter extra drinking
water for yourself. If you don't like the taste
of the Karoo sulfur water this is a good
option.



RACE 
VILLAGE 

1 H O T  S H O W E R S  
We have built ablutions  at the race village
but will also bring in fancy portable
showers for riders. Please keep in mind we
are in a water scarce area when showering. 

2
M E D I C S  O N  R O U T E  A N D
A T  V E N U E
The very competent team of Frontier
Medics will be on the route and at the race
village. Please speak to them if you have
any medical issues. They are the best in
the business

3 C Y C L I N G  S T O R E
Enduroplanet from Bloemfontein will be
setting up a stand at the race village. For
any mechanical issue please ask the team
to assist. They accept cash. card or EFT. 

4 F O O D  A N D  D R I N K S
Meals included will be Thursday evening,
Friday breakfast, lunch and dinner,
Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner and
Sunday Breakfast and Lunch. A selfhelp 
 coffee station will be available for
everyone to use  at no cost and other
drinks will be sold at the venue

5 T E N T E D  V I L L A G E
You will stay in luxury Canvas bow tents.
Each tent include 2 strechers, 2 matrasses,
bedside table, a full set of bedding for each
rider, 2 chairs, a LED light and and extra
fleece blankets.
Please respect fellow riders in the village. 

The race village is setup to make it as comfortable as
possible for you. This is still the Karoo and we want you
to have the freedom you came to look for. 

M E R C H A N D I S E  I T E M S
In you goodie bag will be a First Ascent
Thermal vest and an event T-Shirt.  We
have  put in the size as you have selected
on the Entry Portal. We have 1 or 2 extras
but not much for swopping purposes.   

R A C E  B R I E F I N G S
Please try and make time to attend race
briefings. It is both important and fun. It
will start around 19h00 in the evenings
but times can be adjusted and will be
communicated beforehand. 

F R E E  B I K E W A S H  &  L U B E
Hand in your bike at the end of day 1 and 2
to get your free bike wash & Lube at the
Enduroplanet stand.
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As most water points are on farmers
private land, please make sure to
safely dispose of any paper and
plastics. Farming is mainly sheep and
cattle farms and the animals can die
when eating foreign objects.

6
T E E B U S  A N D  K O F F I E B U S
K O P P I E S

OTHER
IMPORTANT AND
INTERESTING
INFO

1 S N A K E S  &  M O S Q U I T O E S
Yes, snakes are commonly found in
the Karoo. The puff adder is the
most common, with the cape cobra,
red lipped herald and the mole
snake also found from time to time.
The good rain the last season
created a lot of mosquitoes, please
bring some repellent.

2

W A S T E  O N  F A R M E R S  L A N D3

W A T E R  A N D  T H E  K A R O O
This is a water scarce area with
approximately 450mm of rainfall
per year. Please bring drinking
water to help reduce the amount of
water we use.

N O R T H  E A S T E R N  K A R O O
This part of the Karoo is the last
section of Nama-Karoo veld, when
you go east from Steynsburg the
veld change to grass veld. On your
routes you will find a mix of Nama-
Karoo and grass veld.   

4

5 D I N O S A U R  C O U N T R Y
Believe it or not... and ask oom
Charles..
The Lystrosaurus was a
herbivorous genus and fossils are
commonly found in this area.  

These type of koppies are common in
the Karoo... called Buttes. Buttes are
created as streams slowly cut trhough
a plateau.

7 T H E  S P R I N G B U C K
The springbuck is not extinct and you
may encounter riding with a few in the
veld.  A traveler in the 1800's,
documented in his journal, that the
springbuck passed by and he had to
wait 2-3 days before he could travel
further from Steynsburg.



THE ROUTES

ROUTES, MAPS AND PROFILES



DAY 1
FRIDAY 23 APRIL 2021

ROUTES / 17

The First race morning and
Raasbekkie will wake you up with a
lekke lekke lekke song.  Breakfast
will be at 6h30 to 7h30. Race start
8am SHARP. BANG when the first
shot eco against the Karoo koppies
and the racers are off. Heading EAST
and leaving Teebus behind. Be
carefull of this first 15km.  After
4.5km into the race you will be
crossing the Steynsburg/Hofmeyr
R390 tar road.  Please obey marshal
orders as cars still have right of way.  
At 9km you will reach the top of
your first Plato of the day. Stop and
look backwards. Take a pic of the
majestic Koffiebus and Teebus in the
background.  At 28 km you will
reach the town of Steynsburg and
the water point at the local primary
school. Please keep in mind we are
still in the middle of COVID 19
pandemic.   Water stations will be
done according to covid guidelines.
When kids line the streets and cheer
please be mindfull and be carefull
not to high-five al the kids like we all
always love to do. At 45 km you will
reach the Waterfall section. Again
super opportunities to stop,
appreciate and take some pics.

 A great fast downhill section awaits and
the flat Karoo plains thereafter.  Water
point 2 will come at 55km. Keep 1 or 2
liters of petrol in the tank for the last
uphill section starting at 65km. It will be a
little bit technical upwards and then you
will reach the same tar crossing as in the
morning. Coming back homewards on the
same section of trail and road. Ignore the
outgoing signs for the last 5km from the
morning as they will now be pointing in
the opposite direction. We thank farmers
Charles & Charl Viljoen, Wicus & Arnold
Bekker, Dirk van Wyk, Marius Hugo, Pieter
Erasmus, Deon & Nielbert Lategan for
making use of their private land.
72km /    +/- 800m ascent





DAY 2
SATURDAY 24 APRIL 2021

ROUTES / 19

Soon you will turn a corner and the mighty
Bulhoek pass will be in front of you. In the
next 5km you will climb about 400m which
account to about 8% avg gradient. But
don't let averages be your point of
measurement. Some sections will increase
to 13 and 14 %. On top of the world at 27km
you will reach water point 1. Flats and
downwards all the way now. At 35km you
will reach Deon's Drop and BE VERY
CAREFULL! 600m Tricky descent. Walk if
you are not comfortable of what you see in
front or below you. Down a beauty of a
kloof and all the way homewards. 
We thank farmers Francois Stadler, Charl &
Charles Viljoen, Deon & Nielbert Lategan,
Wicus & Arnold Bekker and Malcolm Impey
54km /  700m ascent  

Second race  morning and
Raasbekkie will wake you up again
with a lekke lekke lekke song.  This
time probably Move It from Sunset
Sweatshop. Breakfast will be at 6h30
to 7h30. Race start 8am SHARP.
Today we we will head out NORTH.
Start will be tricky for the first 50m.
It will be a sandy test in a river bed.
Go out and enjoy the first flat
section as you will gradually start
climbing. It won't look like too much
uphill, but your legs will soon let you
know it is hurting. At 8km you will
enter a gate and cattle track awaits.
At 14km you will reach the top of
DIKNEK and thereafter the single
track gets more technical. BE
CAREFULL! A tough little downhill
section awaits the next 1km.  At 17
km you will reach gravel and pass
the house and the farm Bulhoek
where President Paul Kruger was
born and at the 18km mark you will
reach tar.  This is a tar road that was
built to service the Orange Fish
Tunnel.  (Read more on page 28) and
this is where you will enter the
Bulhoek valley.  You will be glad to
be on tar, but the mountain ahead
will mess with your mind





DAY 3
SUNDAY 25 APRIL 2021

On the third race morning Raasbekkie will probably
wake you up again but this time maybe half an hour
earlier. Maybe Queen or depends on how his mood
is.  Breakfast today will be 6h00 - 7h00. Race start
7h30am SHARP as some people will still be driving a
distance to their next destinations.  Today we will
head out NORTH again. Start will be tricky again for
the first 50m. It will be a sandy test again in a river
bed. But this time you will hopefully not fall over
your partner and remember to click out of your
pedal. Go out and enjoy the first flat section as you
will  soon reach some tar again. Day 3 will take you
across beautiful Karoo farms and stunning views.
Water point 1 will come at 20km and will be the
highest point above sea level of the day. Passing the
stunning Highlands farm and then heading back
towards the ghost town of Teebus where the Italian
community stayed while building the Orange Fish
Tunnel.(Read more about this on page 31) 

Water point 2 will come at 48
km at the Tunnel station.  The
next 20 km will be through
the Teebus Water scheme
area and water point 3 will be
set up at the tunnel outlet at
63 km and you will ride across
the canal bridge. Through the
last 10 km your legs will tell
your heart why you need to
come back next year! 
For the use of their private
land we thank farmers
Francois Stadler, Wicus &
Arnold Bekker, Pieter
Erasmus, Michael & Nathan
Naude and Charl & Charles
Viljoen. 
80km / 500m Ascent  





presented by



Registration
and Start 

Registration will start on Thursday 22 April at 15h00 and will be until late. There is no
cut-off time and we will accommodate everyone coming from far.  You will receive your
goodie bag, race number and timing armband at registration. Please make sure your
race number is put on in the front of your bike and please take care of your timing
band. We will need this number board and timing armband back at the end of the race.   
Starting time will be 8h00 on Friday and Saturday and 7h30 on the Sunday as we still
have riders that will need to travel after the day's ride. 



FIRST ASCENT

THERMAL VEST

The Men's Bamboo Thermal Long

Sleeve Baselayer Top has excellent

thermal properties to keep you

insulated during your next run, cycle

or hike. Made from a unique blend of

Bamboo which hosts natural anti-

bacterial properties that reduce

odour

 T-SHIRT

A race branded t-shirt 

 ENDUREN

Enduren Endurance Energy Drink is a

high performance completely natural

carbohydrate supplement for the

serious and recreational athlete.

Specifically designed to raise energy

levels, enhance endurance, prevent

dehydration and aid recovery,

 SQUIRT LUBE

Keep your drivetrain quiet while

protecting your components with

Squirt Dry Lube. This long-lasting

wax and water-based lubricant is

low maintenance and easy to apply

 T2T MUG

Race branded enamel mug to take

with you on all your next adventures. 

 EUREKA MILLS

Milling only top quality, locally

produced wheat which is both GMO

and glyphosate free.

GOODIEBAG 
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THE TUNNEL

THE STORY, THE HISTORY



ORANGE
FISH
TUNNEL

ARTICLE BY KAROO SPACE

ORANGE FISH TUNNEL / 26

Here, under a distinctive flat-topped hill

called Teebus between the small Eastern

Cape towns of Steynsburg and Hofmeyr, is the

outlet end of the world’s third-longest

continuous aqueduct, the Orange-Fish

Tunnel.

With its dark underground passageways and

a large valve chamber hewn from solid

ironstone, it looks a little like an underground

film set for one of those old James Bond

movies. The ones full of weird machinery and

busy men trotting around in overalls, overseen

by an evil man stroking a large kitty.

Opened in 1976, the Orange-Fish Tunnel

remains one of South Africa’s most

outstanding engineering feats, critical for

millions of people in the Eastern Cape.

 
For more than 11 months of the year, an

average of 22 cubic metres of water per

second from the Gariep Dam thunder

through this 82.45km underwater aqueduct

under the Suurberg Mountains, supplying the

towns of Cradock, Cookhouse, Somerset East,

Kirkwood, Steynsburg, Addo, Adelaide,

Bedford and the cities of Grahamstown and

Port Elizabeth.

The water irrigates crops and dairies in the

fertile Eastern Cape Karoo Midlands as well as

the multi-million-rand Sundays River Citrus

orchards around Addo and Kirkwood.

 

The Orange-Fish Tunnel becomes a fleeting tourism

attraction in midwinter, when the massive cloverleaf

intake roller-valves at Gariep Dam are closed. The

constant roar of the water quiets to a trickle while a

maintenance team from the Department of Water

and Sanitation (DWS) comes in.

Dressed in overalls, gumboots and head torches, they

splash through this odd world, with the occasional

dead or live fish or crab brushing past their ankles in

the deeper tunnels as they caulk tunnel linings, fix

holes and replace the worn linings of the pepperpot

valves specially designed to control the flow of the

water.

During these few weeks, visitors (usually curious

irrigation farmers and friends) are allowed to see this

exceptional place from the inside, as long as there is

someone available to guide them around.
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A Long Time Coming
According to the Water Research Commission’s

Water Wheel editor Lani van Vuuren, the Orange

River Project (building and linking the Gariep

Dam and the Orange-Fish Tunnel) happened in

part because of the international shockwaves

caused by the Apartheid government’s shooting

of 69 Pass Law protesters at Sharpeville in 1960.

The then government “needed to restore

confidence in the country’s economy”.

It wasn’t a new idea though.

 

 

Back in 1912, Dr Alfred Lewis, who was to become

Director of Irrigation, went on a gruelling trip

down the Orange River in 41 deg C heat and later

wrote a detailed report about the potential of

diverting part of the river’s water through a series

of tunnels to the Great Fish and Sundays

Rivers.He and many others recognised how it

would unlock the potential of the drought-

plagued Eastern Cape Karoo, where the soils

were fertile, but the rainfall was sparse and the

rivers ephemeral.

The Orange River Project was proposed to the

government in 1948 but it was dismissed as too

expensive.

 

 

n the end, it was international pressure and the

threatened outflow of foreign capital in 1960

that provided the trigger and R490 million was

found to fund the Orange River Project (about

R75 billion in today’s money)

The first step, of course, was the building of the

dam to tame the mighty Orange. Construction

on the new dam, the largest in the country,

began in 1965, and was completed in 1971.

Initially called the Ruigte Valley Dam, it was later

named after Hendrik Verwoerd, and then

renamed the Gariep Dam in 1996, using the

original Khoi name for the river.

 

 

 

 

The tunnel construction was considered too huge a

project to entrust to one civil engineering contractor to

handle, and was split into three.

A French company worked on the inlet section (the

town became known as Oviston – a shortening of

Oranje-Vis-Tonnel). 

 

 

 

Europe in the Desert
Planning for the Orange-Fish Tunnel part of the

project began in 1963, including aerial

photography, geological mapping and the

drilling of nearly 300 exploratory boreholes.

Entire work camps – essentially full towns – had

to be created from scratch. At its peak, the

building of the tunnel would involve a workforce

of 5 000 locals and foreigners from all over the

world including junior and senior engineers

from Britain, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and

Belgium.

A South African company handled the middle section

(based at a work town called Midshaft), and an Italian

company took on the outlet at a town called Teebus,

named after the nearby mountain shaped like an old-

fashioned tea cannister. dismissed as too

expensive.Everything was of the highest standard, with

no expense spared. The commemoration book on the

Orange-Fish Tunnel published in 1975 notes the

townships were “almost entirely self-contained, with

their own electric lighting, sewerage, roads, medical

clinics, primary schools, administrative staff and artisans’

quarters, all recreational and sporting facilities

(including swimming baths, all-weather floodlit tennis

courts, football fields etc), housing…, site offices,

assembly halls, shopping centres, banks and other

appropriate amenities”.
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Fire and Mudstone
It also records that the building of new roads

“opened up a part of South Africa never seen

before by more than a bare handful of farmers

on the Suurberg Plateau”.

Department of Water Affairs resident engineer

WJR Alexander remarked at the time that this

tunnel was “50 miles of risks and unknowns.” He

was right. The work was dangerous and had to

be remarkably precise.

All the way there were rockfalls of mudstone

and sandstone, explosions and floods of

groundwater as they drilled through iron-hard

dolerite. One methane-fuelled fire burnt for

months, and was so hot it melted the rocks.

To this day, no petrol vehicles are allowed into

the tunnel. Diesel bakkies are less risky in terms

of creating potentially deadly sparks.

No fewer than 102 people died in the building

of the tunnel. The Orange-Fish Tunnel

commemorative document (1975) reads: “Some

who died were from distant lands; the tunnel is

their enduring monument.”

 

Movies at Midshaft
Local farmers still remember the thrill of all these

exotic foreigners moving into their midst in the

late 1960s. Suddenly there were movie houses,

drive-ins, Olympic-sized swimming pools and

social clubs springing up. There were musical

evenings.

At one stage, more Italian was heard around

Venterstad than English or Afrikaans.

Dave van Heerden, now living on Johannesburg’s

West Rand, was a young boy when his father

started work at Midshaft.

“I still remember the movie house and the shop,

like a mini-Makro. There were 150 kids at school

with me, all between Grade 1 and Std 5. The

weather was extreme. I’ve still got a slide picture

my dad took of me in the snow – on 16

December 1970!”

“It also made a big impression on me when they

brought in this enormous tunnelling machine

from France that cost many millions of rands. It

used to move forward on funny little peg legs.

I’m pretty sure they ended up leaving it

underground in a tunnel somewhere.”

 

Laser Sharp Engineering
The Orange-Fish Tunnel is so long that engineering

calculations had to take the curvature of the Earth into

account. Along the length of the tunnel, scientists from

the Geological Survey of South Africa noted anomalies

in the gravity field, so adjustments had to be made in

surveying techniques to minimise ‘levelling errors’.

Engineers used lasers – then a really cutting-edge

technology – to keep the tunnel in line as the miners

dug through solid rock.

The calculations were so accurate that when the

tunnelling teams broke through and met one another,

they were less than 4mm out of alignment.

The first water from the Gariep flowed through in 1976.

Farmer Charles Jordaan still remembers the day the

tunnel was opened. Everyone stood waiting to see the

water. When it came, tons of dammed up fish also

came through.

“We caught them in netting and loaded them by the

bakkie load. Everyone feasted on carp and barbel.”

 



TEEBUS

THE GHOST
TOWN OF

Teebus Remains
The town of Oviston still survives, a quiet place of

holidaymakers and retirees who have adapted the

old engineering camp’s prefab houses with views

over the Gariep Dam.

But the engineering towns of Teebus and Midshaft

have long been abandoned, fallen into ruin. At

Teebus, where the Italian tunnelers lived and

worked, guarri bushes are slowly taking over the

brick and stonework of the recreation centre.

The massive space of the swimming pool is still

there, presided over by a tall diving board. Some of

the pines, poplars and beefwood trees live on.

A rusted sign admonishes the passing lizards and

red-winged starlings that ‘Swemdrag moet

ordentlik wees’ (Swimwear must be decent).
 

 

More Interesting Facts
 

·Nearly 2.5 million cubic metres of rock
were removed from the tunnel excavation,
enough to build two Empire State
buildings.
·Every week 14 000 tons of bulk cement
was brought in, first via 40-ton rail tankers
to three small railway stations around the
tunnel, and then trucked by road.
·The tunnel diameter is 5.33 metres,
roughly as wide as a train tunnel.
·Lining the tunnels evenly took 842 000
cubic metres of concrete.
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PETRICHOR
THE SMELL OF

BY ROHAN GERMISHUYS
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Yes....what you see is what you
get and what you smell is
probably what it is.  The word
Petrichor derives and describe
that smell you get from soil
after the first rain drop is falling.
Its a smell that should reminds
you of Earth. Its in earth we as a
company try to find our roots. It
is where we will always go back
to and seek the specialness and
from where we will make our
decisions. Our dream started
while riding our bicycles in the
Karoo, an area of South Africa
that is close to our hearts. We
believed that we could start a
company that could create
opportunities where customers
can have great adventure
experiences, while adding
something unique to the events
and/or tours that we want to
host. We also believed that we
knew what the needs of our
fellow adventurers are – this will
include new opportunities and
adventures, a good physical
challenge, something unique or
special, great value for money,
and superior customer
experiences – adding to life. 

We started planning our first
event ‘Around the Pot –
Overberg 100Miler’ in February
2017, not knowing the “beast”
that it would become. The race
is held on open district gravel
roads in Winter and showcase
the beauty of the yellow Canola
and green wheat fields. We
hosted the race with 280 riders
in July 2017 in Swellendam in
the Overberg district of the
Western Cape.  Today the race
brings about 1500 riders to the
region and plays a vital role in
Winter Tourism influx and
tourism economy. It creates
about 100 temporary jobs on
event day and 9 permanent
jobs. Estimated tourism income
from Around the Pot for the
town is about R6-R7 million
rand for the weekend. It plays a
crucial role in the income for
local Schools and Charity
organizations. Local school
parents assist with preparation
of food and a total amount of 
 R220000 is paid to schools for
food and charity donations
annually during this event.      
 

 

 

A BIT OF HISTORY
 After the success of  our ATP
event, we started planning our
next adventure event in the
Karoo – Trek2Teebus 3day Stage
Race, as this was where
everything actually all started.
After landowners bought into
the concept we hosted our first
Trek2Teebus in April 2018 in
Steynsburg EC with 40 riders
and in 2021 we have capped the
race at 100 riders due to COVID
regulations.  We hope to grow
this race to 150 riders annually
and host the Trail2Teebus
trailrun with also 150
trailrunners every year.  We feel
that we have an opportunity to
create something special and
make a good contribution to the
Steynsburg region with this
event.  For us it has always been
about numbers. But not riders
numbers. It is about what can
we GIVE.  With Trek2Teebus we
have only started to give back.
And we will focus on how to
give more in the future. We can
only do this with the support of
riders. 
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After the Covid 19 pandemic the
future of events sometimes
looks uncertain but events can
bring a massive contribution to
local economies and we will
keep fighting for that. We will
keep bringing affordable and
inspiring events and tours to
South Africa. We are also
committed to bring tourist from
other countries. We will
strongly focus on smaller
intimate, niche events and
focus on rider experience. 
TENTS

In 2018 we bought 100 Canvas
bow tents to provide luxury
accommodation at our own but
also other events. This is a
massive investment and COVID
has hit hard on this side of our
business. We still believe that
this will stay a core part of our
business and we aim to give

everyone an opportunity to
an inexpensive
accommodation option at
any outdoor event. Mobility
from the middle of the city
to remote areas. We will
create an unforgettable
majestic experience to
everyone. We cater for event
organizers specific needs.
We rig all tents with or
without bedding as needed
for 
CORPORATE FUNCTIONS
SPORTING EVENTS
TOURS AND GROUPS
SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY
CAMPS
WEDDINGS
ANY FESTIVALS
TEAM BUILDING EVENTS

 

We will continue looking into
new opportunities and new
events and promote adventure
and outdoor activities. We will
engage with other event
organizers and firmly believe in
working together and
combining resources. We have
a few plans for the rest of 2021
and hope all of that will come
together in 2022.
 
Through innovation, flexibility
and affordability, we aim to
create safe and responsible
adventure and event
opportunities for our clients. We
are dedicated to provide
excellent service and a high
level of professionalism, and we
are committed to support local
communities, economies and
charities. 

A BUT WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE





ONE
RIDE

3 DAY  KAROO MTB 
EXPERIENCE

WWW.TREK2TEEBUS.CO.ZA

follow us on

OF A KIND



BETTER,
STRONGER
AND
TOGETHER
WE HOPE YOU WILL LOVE THE EXPERIENCES WE CREATE. COME AND LOSE
YOUR MIND AND FIND YOUR SOUL.

 “Why do you go away? So that you can come back. So that you
can see the place you came from with new eyes and extra colors.
And the people there see you differently, too. Coming back to
where you started is not the same as never leaving.”
 
― Terry Pratchet
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